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On Jan. 19, Natural Resources Minister Mario Nufio Gamero announced imposition of a ban on
fishing in the Gulf of Fonseca following confirmation of the presence of poisonous "red tide."
The condition is produced by toxic algae. Seafood products contaminated from "red tide" and
then consumed by humans can lead to severe health disorders and death. The Gulf of Fonseca is
adjacent to the Pacific Ocean, and borders on Honduras, El Salvador and Nicaragua. Honduran
public health officials who have been exploring the Gulf region said dead fish affected by the "red
tide" were found near Amapala, Boca del Rio Viejo and Gualara. Also on Jan. 19, Health Minister
Ramon Pereira warned the population to avoid consuming seafood products that may have come
from the Gulf of Fonseca. The ban on fishing is expected to affect the livelihood of about 7,000
Hondurans whose jobs are connected with the fishing industry in the Gulf region. First signs of
the tide appeared in late November off the southwestern coast of Mexico. In early December,
Nicaraguan health authorities reported indications that the tide was present in areas off the Pacific
coast. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias- Spanish news service
EFE, 01/19/93)
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